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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3

p.m., and read prayers.
QUESTIONS,

EDUCATION.
As to Hilton Park School Accommodation,

Hon. E. M. DAVIES asked the Minister
for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the State
school at Hilton Park is overcrowded?

(2) Is it the Government’s intention to
have extra classrooms added?

{3) If the answer to (2) is “yes,” when
is it intended the work will be put in hand?

(4) If not, will consideration be given
to the matter?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) No.

(2} Not at present.

(3) Answered by (2).

{4) Yes.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES.
As to Plant Pool Acecount.
Hon. L. A. LOGAN asked the Minister
for Transport:
In view of the Premier’s statement in
reply to & question in the Legislative
Assembly on the 23rd August, that the un-
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expended portion of the Flant Pool
amounted to £151,350 and the latest state-
ment by the Minister for Works in the
“Sunday Times" of the 3rd December that
£132,000 remained in the fund—

(a) Will he advise how the difference,
viz., £19,350 has been expended?

If any poriion of this money has
heen used for plant for the Main
Roads Department or any other
Government purpose, will he re-
imburse the fund to such extent
before alloeation to the local
authorities takes place?

The MINISTER replied:

(a) Payment of claims received from
local authorities and purchase of Plang
Pool (medium graders and rubber tyred
rollers).

(b) No. Plant Pool purchases are in use
on local authority undertakings.

(b)

HOUSING.
As to Workers’ Homes, White Gum Valley.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES asked the Minister
for Transport:

(1) Will the Minister advise the reason
for the increase in land value and conse-
quent inerease in instalments paid on
account of workers’ homes situated in
White Gum Valley?

(2} Is it considered reasonable and fair
to meke the increase in instalments retro-
spective to date of occupancy, in some
cases 14 months?

(3) In view of the fact that the land is
leasehold and the houses are being pur-
chased under coniract of sale, is it the
Government's intention to increase peri-
odically the land values?

The MINISTER replied:

(1} The State Housing Act provides,
inter alia, under Part V, Section 27, that
the Commission may, with the approval of
the Minister, dispose of workers’ dwellings
in the following manner:—

(a) The land on which the dwelling-
house is erected shall after ap-
praisement be let to the applicant
under a perpetual lease, subject to
appraisement every 20 years., Such
appraisement and reappraise-
ment shall be based on the eapital
value less the value of the dwel-
ling-house.

The rent payable shall be such
rate per centum per annum on
such appraisement or reappraise-
ment as the case may be, as may
be prescribed,

The capital cost of the dwelling-
house with interest thereon at
such rate per annum as may hbe
prescribed shall be paid by the
lessee by instalments extending
over 40 years,

(b)



2678

Such instalments to be paid by way of
an addition to the rent on the land.

When the dwellings were occupied the
ground rent was assessed on an estimated
value of the land pending appraisement
and when the appraisement was made sub-
sequently on taxation valuations as at the
date of completion of the dwellings it was
higher than the estimated value.

(2) It was necessary to make the in-
crease in ground rent retrospective to the
date of occupation of the property to com-
ply with the provisions of the lease which
fixed the fortnightly instalment to cover
the payment of the ground rent.

(3) Land values are reappraised every
20 years in compliance with the provisions
of the Act as stated above.

RAILWAYS.

As to Locking Spark-Arresters on
Locomotives.

Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the Minister
for Railways:

In view of the repeated statements that
fires adicining railway property are being
started by sparks from locomotive smoke
stacks which have had their spark-
arresters temporarily removed to give in-
creased power, can he give an indication
that spark-arresters can, after being fit-
ted, be locked in position?

The MINISTER replied:

Following allegations that locomotive
drivers were interfering with the mechan-
ism of spark arresters to obtain better
steaming, routine inspections have been
carried out over a period of several
months, as a result of which there is no
evidence to suggest that the unauthorised
practice exists.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR.

As to Statement in Tydeman Report.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES asked the Minister
for Transport:

Referring to the Tydeman report on
Port of Fremantle, Volume 1, page 9, sub-
paragraph 3 of paragraph 6, relative to
high level bridges and tunmels, will the
Minister give the Government’s interpre-
tation of this part of the report?

The MINISTER replied:

Subparagraph 3 of paragraph 6, page
9, Volume 1, of the Tydeman report draws
a picture of the problems which the eon-
tiguous areas of port and town may have
to face one or two centuries from now.
It instances the possible distant future
difficult problems of bridges versus pori
and town development in contiguous
areas.

These problems are being met with to-
day in the older ports in other parts of
the world after centuries of development
and are referred to in greater detail in
part 4 of Volume 2 of the Tydeman re-
port.

[COUNCIL.]

This report has been accepted by the
Government. Government's interpreta-
tion of subparagraph 3 of paragraph 6 is
that given by Mr. Tydeman himself, who,
in two following subparagraphs 5 and 6,
on page 10, has recommended the means
by which the first steps of port develop-
ment may be made to minimise these
difficulties which may be handed on to
posterity.

Subparagraphs 5 and 6 in effect state
that port expansion should only be under-
taken up-stream if there are important
reasons for doing so, and that such im-
portant reasons which are instanced in
following paragraphs, did exist for limited
up-stream expansion. Mr. Tydeman has
therefore recommended to the Govern-
ment limited up-stream expansion.

BILL—SEEDS,
Report, ete.

Report of Committee adopted.

Bill read a third time and returned to
the Assembly with amendments,

BILL—INSPECTION OF MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMENT,

Returned from the Assembly without
amendment.

BILL—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.
Report, ele. '

Report of Committee adopted.

Bill read a third time and returned to
the Assembly with amendments.

BILL—SWAN LANDS REVESTMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. G. B. Wood—Central) [3.121 in
moving the second reading said: Members
are aware of the extensive housing scheme
carried out by the State Housing Commis-
sion in South Perth. Under the pressure
of urgency, the actual building operations
were proceeded with and homes have been
provided for a large number of people, but
there still remain certain legal matters to
be adjusted or straightened out in con-
nection with the many and varied phases of
title to land, closure of roads and rights-
of-way, excisions from reserves, trunca-
tions of corners, etc., which have arisen
consequent upon the resubdivision of the
locality to suit present day needs.

To provide roads in the plan of resub-
division of the locality, it has been neces-
sary to encroach on Class A Reserve 20833
set apart for park lands and recreation,
Reserve 3694 for municipal endowment,
and Reserve 7682 for a sanitary site.
A small portion of the latter is required
for addition to building lots in the vicinity
to maintain the street alignment. Pro-
vision is made in Clause 2 for the neces-
sary excisions and revestment of the lands
in the Crown. A proper road system has
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now been provided and certain old roads
and rights-of-way have been included in
building lots.

Provision has been made in Clause 3 to
close these unrequired roads and rights-
of-way and revest them in the Crown. For
the purposes of the building scheme, some
lands were purchased outright from the
owners together with all the owners' rights
in the land, while other lands were
resumed under the Public Works Act. The
originating Crown grants issued in the
earlier days of the colony reserved to the
Crown only gold, silver and precious
metals, and the grantees or their assigns
are at liberty to reserve to themselves the
i:ssgr minerals when they dispose of the

nd.

Section 15 of the Public Works Act pro-
vides that, upon resumption of land, the
rights of the owner in the lesser minerals
are not taken. In conseguence, the title
acquired by the Crown upon resumption
is not entirely free, and therefore the land
cannot be revested in His Majesty as of
his former estate to be dealt with as Crown
lands under the Land Act, and another
Crown grant cannot be issued. A few weeks
ago we passed a somewhat similar measure
dealing with Midland railway land.

In this new subdivision, instances have
arisen where part of the land in a new
lot was purchased from the former owner
and is entirely free, while the balance
is resumed land which cannot be revested.
To enable the issue of Crown granis to the
State Housing Commission for all the lands
in the lots under the new plan of sub-
division, it is necessary to free the lands
which are at present hampered with the
lesser mineral restrictions.

It can hardly be contended that any per-
sons dealing with land in the particular
distriet seriously take intoc consideration
such righls as may exist in regard to lesser
minerals. However, the legal problem
exists as a result of the circumstances re-
lated, and it would not appear that any-
one is likely to be affected by the revesting
of both the mineral rights and the land
in His Majesty. Clause 4 provides for this.

In earlier-day subdivisions the owners
sometimes left a narrow strip a few links
wide along their external "boundaries and
this had the legal effect of barring neigh-
bours from making use of the roads pro-
vided by the subdivider when the neigh-
bours in turn decided to subdivide their
own lands. These narrow strips remain
the property of the original owner who
ceases to be further interested after he
has sold the lots in the subdivision.

Such a case has been encountered with
a strip three links wide at the dead-end
of Bright-street, which is to be closed, and
Clause 5 provides for the revestment in
the Crown of the narrow strip. Upon the
fing]l stage being reached by the issue of
Crown grants to the State Housing Com-
mission, the Commission will then be in
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& position to transfer individual homes to
purchasers who have been in possession
for some time and pressing for titles. I
mave—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland) [3.171:
I consider that this Bill should not be
passed without some protest being placed
on record, though I shall no{ go so far as
to oppose the passage of the measure. I
am fearful that Iif we allow this sort of
thing to continue interminably, we shall
eventually reach a stage when an indivi-
dual wishing to buy a block of land on
which to build a home for himself will be
unable to do so. Apparently, this measure
will give the State Housing Commission
sufficient land to build 3,000 homes, and all
that land, I understand, is within half-an-
hour’s fravel of the ¢lty. This is not the
only measure we have passed this session
dealing with land for the Housing Com-
misston, and it seems to me that if this
continues, all the land will presently be
controlled by the Commission, and private
individuals will be deprived of the oppor-
tunity of buying land,

The Minister for Agriculture: The object
of the Bill is to clear up certain anomalies
and make the position better for people
who are now In possession of homes,

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: It seems to me that
this sort of thing should not be allowed to
continue. The State Houslng Commission
already holds a good deal of land. Why
should not s. private individual have the
right to buy land and build a home for him-
self?

The Minister for Agriculture: So he may.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN" Not if we go on pass-
ing Bills of this sort. We have to be care-
ful or eventually the land all around the
city will be taken up by the Commission
and the private individual will he debarred
from getting a block.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. G. B. Wood—Central—in reply)
[3.191: If the hon. nember desires an hour
or two to consider the Bill, I have no objec-
tion to postponing further discussion till a
later stage of the sitting, As I have ex-
plained, the measure is necessary to clean
up a number of anomalies, and has noth-
ing to do with the buying of land. People
will still be able to buy blocks on which
to build. There is nothing at all to pre-
vent & man from buying a bloek of land
wherever he can get one, and seeking a
permit to build. We considered a similar
matter in regard to minerals the other
night when we were dealing with Midland
railway land. I assure members that
there is no catch in this meaure.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading—Defeated.
Debate resumed from the 1sf December.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson—Midland) [3.25];
We are asked to consider a Bill which can
have far-reaching effects on the imple-
mentation of the principal Act which was
originally introduced in 1933, The Bill,
which was introduced in another place,
seeks to amend the Act by inserting after
the word ‘“service” in line 1 of paragraph
(b)) of Section 37 the words “owned and
controlled by the Government.” By Clause
4 it seeks to amend the First Schedule to
the principal Act by deleting the words
“and the term ‘raiiway station’ shall, not-
withstanding the definition of ‘railway’
in this Act, include any railway station
whatsoever,” where they occur in lines 3,
4 and 5 of the last paragraph of that
schedule.

When introducing the Bill, Mr. Strick-
jand announced that he proposed to add
another amending clause which, however,
was subsequently withdrawn. I wunder-
stand this was done because it apeared
to be out of order. The hon. member
has another amendment on the notice
paper to which I shall refer later, but I
sugeest now-that it not only mutilates the
Bill entirely, but alsg falls short of ful-
filling the hon. member's purpose. At the
moment, however, we are dealing with
the Bill as it stands and I oppose it be-
cause I think it is dangerous., It appears
to be designed to operate against the
Midland Railway Company, and it could
have a serious effect not only on the com-
pany but on the users of the railway in
that area.

Clause 3 seeks to exclude all existing
services, except Government services,
from the protection of the Act. At pre-
sent, Section 37 does not require that con-
sideration shall be given to the railways
alone, but to all existing transport ser-
vices, and in this connection the Trans-
port Board has, in the past, taken into
consideration the facilities provided by
services not licensed under the Act, such
as the shipping service to the North-West.
If the clause is passed, any existing
operator of a privately-owned service can
not expect to receive protection from un-
izir competition, irrespective of the
amount of capital he may have invested
in his undertaking, or the efliciency with
which he conduets it.

[COUNCIL.]

Section 3 of the Act was referred to
specifically by Mr. Willcock, then Minis-
ter for Railways and later Premier, when
he introduced the State Transport Co-
ordination Act in 1933. He said—

The North-West aerial service is
being subsidised by the Common-
wealth Government. If, with the aid
of the subsidy, that concern were
able to compete, say, with the Mid-
land railway, if the payable bhusiness
were capitured by aircraft and the
Midland railway had to be closed,
where would we be? The Midland
country is recognised as being
amongst the best in the State, and
what would happen to that country
without effective raiiway facilities?

S0 it was clearly the intention, when the
Act was introduced in the first place, to
afford adequate protection to the Mid-
land Railway Company in exactly the same
way as protection was designed to be
afforded to the Government railways. This
intention was further c¢larified by Mr.
Millington in an amendment which he
introduced in 1938 seeking to remove all
possible doubts as to whether the Act did
apply in its entirety to the Midland line,
The purposes of the amendment was to
give protection to the Midland Railway
Company in exactly the same way as pro-
tection was enjoyed by the Government
railways. That was the intention of the
Government at the time, and it was a
Government of which Mr., Wise, who in-
troduced this Bill, was a member.

The measure now before the House
seeks entirely to remove that considera-
tion. I feel sure the Bill goes much fur-
the than the Leader of the Opposition
intended when he introduced it. Let me
refer to the effect that Clause 4 would
have on the Act. This clause seeks to
amend the First Schedule to the Act,
dealing with exemptions, by excluding the
Midland Railway Company’s stations from
the definition of “railway station.” This
amendment does not affect the Act as a
whole but merely the provisions of the
First Schedule. Paragraph 1 of the First
Schedule provides exemption for the pro-
duce of farms gr forests, etc., {0 the near-
est railway station or town and the back-
loading of necessary requirements. Para-
graph (2) makes a similar provision in
regard to pastoral undertakings.

At present, therefore, a farmer or par-
toralist in the Midland railway Zone may
transport his goods to and from the near-
est station on the Midland line without a
license. There are instances where the
railway station is not the nearest town, as
in the case of Dandaragan, New Norcia,
Merkanooka and others. Farmers in these
districts therefore would not, if the amend-
ment is passed, be able to carry their goods
to or from the Midland railway. They
would be compelled to transport over
oreater distances to stations on the Won-
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gan Hills line or, alternatively, to apply
for a license and pay the fees to the
Transport Board.

Under paragraph (11), as now operating,
a carrier or any othgr person acting as a
“feeder” to a railway station may operate
up to a radius of 35 miles from that station
without a license. If the amendment is
agreed to, carriers now feeding the Mid-
land railway under this clause will no
longer be exempt and will have to pay
license fees, or alternatively, will have
their operations restricted te a radius of
20 miles only, from their places of business.
The inclusion in the schedule of the ad-
ditional words set out in the 1938 Act was
not designed to have any material effect
other than to correct an obvious anomaly
in the original Act by giving to farmers,
carriers and others in the Midland railway
zone the same privileges which were
afforded elsewhere in the State.

I would point out to members that
Section 37 requires that before an
application for a commercial goods
vehicle license is granted or refused,
the Transport Board shall, among
other things, take into consideration
the existing transportation service for
the carriage of goods upon the routes,
or within the area proposed to be served,
in relation to its present adequacy and pos-
sibilities for improvement to meet all
reasonable public demands, and the effect
upon such existing service of the appli-
cant service. If this Bill were to be passed,
the Transport Board would be required to
take into consideration only any Govern-
ment-owned service along the route on or
within the area in which the applicant
service proposes to operate. What an
unsatisfactory, if not chaotic, state of
affairs would result! If there were not a
Government service in the vicinity, priv-
ate services could run anywhere and in
any numbers.

No private operator would enjoy the
protection of the Act notwithstanding the
amount of capital he may have invested in
his business, and irrespective of the effici-
ency with which he conducted the service.
The way would be then open to pirating or
unfair competition. In its administration
of the Act the Transport Board, in dealing
with new applications, has taken into con-
sideration facilities provided by services
not licensed under the Act, such as the
shipping service to the North-West.

Section 34 provides that a user of a
commercial goods vehicle for the purposes
set out in the First Schedule to the Act
need not obtain a commercial goods lic-
ense, nor be required to pay the heavy fees
involved by taking out such a license. The
effect of this provision is that farmers,
pastoralists and timber producers, without
obtaining a license, can carry their pro-
duce to the nearest railway station even
though that station should involve a jour-
ney of more than 15 miles.
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This concession is most valuable to
these persons and provides them with some
liberty to transport their produce without
being required to approach the Transport
Board for a license and pay the substantial
fees entailed. The Bill wi]l eliminate these
rights in respect of all people who transport
their produce by road to railway stations
on the Midland railway system. All these
people would either have to eart their pro-
duce to the nearest station on the Govern-
ment system, which would involve a jour-
ney several times as long—

Hon. H. C. Strickland: It would still be
optional.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: 1
do not think so. It is removing a protec-
tion from the Midland Railway Company.

Hon. H. C, Strickland: The company can
still carry it.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: But
it would have to get a license from the
Transport Board. As I said, these people
would either have to cart their produce
to the nearest station on the Govern-
ment railway system, or else they would
have to go to the expense of taking out a
commercial goods license. It would mean
that all people in the areas served by the
Midland railway would be placed under
special disabilities and committed to addi-
tional expense, as compared to the rest
of the people of the State whose nearest
railway station would be on the Govern-
ment system. It is thus sectional legis-
lation of a virulent type.

The prineipal Act was designed to en-
courage the provision of additional trans-
port services for passengers and goods, and
to avoid uneconomic duplication of ser-
vices., As members realise, the main ob-
jective of the Act was to provide railway
services with a fair measure of public sup-
port. The railway system of this State
is operated mainly by the Government; but
an important section of the system has
been controlled for the past 56 years by
the Midland Railway Company, under
authority granted by Parliament.

The company’s rates and fares are sub-
stantially the same as those charged by
the W.A. Government railways for similar
distances, with the exception that the com-
pany’s freight rates are less in the case
of a large proportion of goods traffic be-
tween the metropolitan area and Gerald-
ten. By the operation of this company’s
special port-to-port rates, the freight on
most classes of traffic between the metro-
politan area and Geraldton is appreciably
reduced, being in some cases less than two-
thirds of the comparable W.A.G.R. rates.

The Midland Railway Company thus af-
fords the people of Geraldton, and sur-
rounding districts, a privilege not enjoyed
by any other comunity similarly situated
elsewhere in the State. From every point
of view the conditions requiring co-ordina-
tion of transport, which apply to Govern-
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ment railway services, apply equally ta the
railway services operated by the Midland
Railway Company. If it is admitted, as it
is, that some protection against unfair
competition is required by the Govern-
ment railways, then the same degree of
protection is required and should be pro-
vided, for the services operated by the
company. This has been recognised in the
past, both by Parliament and the Trans-
port Board. The Bill seeks to exclude the
railway system operated by the company
from the benefits of the State Transport
Co-ordination Act, and cannot be sup-
ported on any reasonable grounds.

I must emphasise the fact that the Bill
will have exactly the effect which Parlia-
ment, by passing the principal Act, has
endeavoured to avoid. It leaves the way
open to a multiplicity of services covering
the same ground, with the result that the
established service, such as that of the
Midland Railway Company, in which large
capital investments have been made, will
be forced to seek increased charges to en-
able it to meet its bare costs. This dis-
location of co-ordinated transport, which
would be brought about by the Bill, would
etther force the Midland Railway Company
for one, to carry on its services without
being able to cover costs or, as is more
probable, would result in increased expense
to farmers, pastoralists, people in business
and all others being served by the com-
pany, without their obtaining any benefit
whatever from such increased expense im-
posed on them.

In Clause 4, the Bill seeks to amend the
First Schedule to the Act which details
the goods that may he carried without
license by commercial goods vehicles.
Paragraphs (1) and (2) of the schedule
provide exemption for the carriage of farm,
station or forests produce, etc. to the near-
est railway station or town, and permits
the back loading of necessary requirements.
Under this provision, therefore, a farmer
or pastoralist in the Midland railway zone
may transport his goods to and from the
nearest station on the Midland line without
a license. Paragraph (11) of the schedule
provides that a carrier or any other person
acting as a “feeder” to a railway station
may operate up to a radius of 35 miles
from that station without a license. If
the amendment were passed, carriers now
feeding the Midland railway under this
provision would no longer be exempt and
would have to pay license fees or, alterna-
tively, would have their operations re-
stricted to a radius of 20 miles only from
their places of business.

A further amendment has been indicated
by Mr. Strickland and I would like briefly
to set out the effects which his proposal
would have. It would result in further
centralisation as most North-West require-
ments will come direct from Perth instead
of from Geraldton, Northampton, etc. The
Midland Railway Company has already

[COUNCIL.]

made inguiries with reference to establish-
ing a road service from Geraldion, and I
was informed that a license would not be
granted as a service from Geraldton al-
ready existed. If the amendment were
carried, it would be difficult to police, as
all loads when checked would be given
as going to the north of the 26th paral-
let, while goods could be off-loaded at
Geraldton. This traffic on the roads
would have a grave effeci on their con-
dition. It would rob the railways of traf-
fic and would interfere with what is gen-
erally recognised as a very efficiently con-
ducted service.

I can understand the intention of the
Leader of the Opposition in another place
and Mr. Stirickland, in trying to obtain
some concessien for those who live in the
northern areas. But, I do not think
they realise the effect which that con-
cession might have on people who live
further south. As Minister for Trans-
port I have always taken a sympathetic
view of the requirements of the people
in the North and I have tried to help
them as far as I possibly can, always hav-
ing regard to the merits of the particular
case submitted.

Some months ago Mr. Wise approached
me and said that as he intended to go
to Carnarvon to discuss with the Grants
Commission the disabilities of the dis-
triet, it might be possible for an officer
of the Transport Board to go up at the
same time. I discussed the matter with
the board and it was agreed that two
officers should go up to discuss problems
on the spot with a view to giving extra
consideration or perhaps getting a better
first-hand knowledge of the difficulties
which existed, Unfortunately, a change of
plans made the visit, at that time, im-
practicable.

As Minister for Transport, I will stand
by my original statement and if Mr.
Strickland, Mr. Wise or any other mem-
bers representing constituencies in the
North-West notify me that they are pre-
pared to have a similar investigation on
the spot at any future time, I will be
only too happy to make the services of
those officers available, In the meantime,
we are quite prepared to listen sym-
pathetically to any ease or application
wpich may be brought under our notice
with a view to meeting special conditions
which may apply today and which would
afford relief. But, we are not prepared
to sanction a blanket exemption such as
this Bill will provide. In gur opinion, it
will make the Transport Co-ordination
Act ineffective and will confer highly
sectional benefits on one section of the
community and at the same time injure
the interests of another section, We con-
sider it very dangerous. I counsel mem-
bers to vote against the second reading
and I shall certainly oppose the Bill.
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HON. H, L. ROCHE (South) [3.46]: I
support the second reading. I will always
be prepared to support any proposal that
appears to me to go even a small distance
towards easing the strangulation imposed
upon other means of transport, other than
the railways, as a result of the application
of the provisions of the State Transport
Co-ordination Act. I have said before, and
I adhere to my opinion, that one of the

greatest handicaps from which the rail--

ways suffer and which tends to promote
inefficiency in respect of the services ren-
dered by it to the public, is the transport
Act and the restrictions it imposes upon
competition.

To my mind, the Bill does not represent
nearly the serious proposition that the
Minister would have us believe. It seeks
to give the people of the northern areas an
opportunity to utilise road transport. If
we were to provide the residents of that
far distant part of the State with the
transport facilities they reguire for no-
thing, we would be well repaid by having
people there who are content to remain
in those distant localities.

We are always urging that people should
go outback and those who are already there
should remain. At the same time, we can
always find reasons, which are seldom sub-
stantial, why concessions cannot be granted
in their interests. I am tired of hearing
how dangerous is everything proposed
when we advance a proposition the effect
of which will be to assist these people and
to ease the restrictions and strangulating
effect caused by the operations of the State
Transport Co-ordination Act. It seems
to me that we have reached the stage
where we could expect the Government to
approach problems of this nature In &
bigger way than it has shown any inclina-
tion fto do so far.

Bearing in mind the expediency that
seems to dominate Government policy, if
there is any policy associated with this
matter, we could expect some other atti-
tude than that which the Government
always seems to take. It is difficult for a
layman to suggest alterations in the pre-
sent set-up, but I think conditions asso-
ciated with the State railways would be
far better for the community as a whole,
and particularly for the producing section
that pays freight on everything it buys or
sells, if the financial position of the rail-
ways underwent a stringent overhaul. The
capitalisation should be reviewed and ad-
justments made in its charges. If the capi-
talisation were written down to something
like its present value—

Hon. L. Craig: Written up to its value
today, you mean.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I question that. If
it were written down to something like
the value of the railways to the community
as a whole and the freight schedule re-
vised—
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The Minister for Transport: What would
you suggest?

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I intended to give
an ingdication of that. If that were done,
I think it would be a much better propo-
sition for Western Australia, for the rail-
ways ahd for the Government itself if a
freight rate were arrived at to apply to all
traffic hauled.

The Minister for Transport: What do
you sugeest that should be?

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: One that would be
fair, one at which the railways could
afford to carry freight. The rate might
be 3d. or 34d. The charge should apply
to all railway freight, and I certainly
think something like that would be quite
feasible. There should be a flat rate to
cover everything, including the sc-called
concessionel rates, There are some con-
cessional rates, but certainly not as many
as the public is led to believe.

I have in mind the freight on super. If
the rate were fixed at a figure at which
the railways could earry goods, people
should be given an opportunity once more
to use road transport. By that means we
would have an opportunity of providing
some measure of competition, the result
of which should be greater efficiency in
the service rendered by the railways. We
would certainly dispose of the excuse
always advanced, namely, that the railways
carry so much at losing rates,

The Minister for Transport: The Bill is
not concerned with the Government rail-
ways,

Hon. H, L. ROCHE: No, but it relates to
the State Transport Co-ordination Act, the
object of which is to protect the Govern-
ment railways. Certainly the Midland
Railway Company is directly concerned in
this instance. My suggestion will obviate
the excuse advanced in explanation of why
nothing can be done. Road transport
could not then be accused of picking the
eyes out of the traffic offering by snatch-
ing the lines for which high freight rates
may be charged. This will give us an oppor-
tunity to try the railways out. We would
allow those who find road transport more
efficient or convenient to make use of it,
and we would not have the present-day
obstruction and strangulation that are
apparent. I am aware that it would in-
volve other factors such as developmental
railways and so forth, but that is a matter
purely within the realm of the State rail-
ways.

It is time that something along these
lines was done. In the meantime, if we
are not to proceed along these lines in the
interests of the people llving in isclated
parts of the State where they enjoy so
few amenities and receive so litfle con-
sideration, it will mean that constant pres-
sure will have to be exercised in an en-
deavour to secure some easement of the
restrictions imposed upon them. Every
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suggestion advanced with the object of
assisting the people residing in the North-
West or in other isolated parts of the
State is branded as unfair and as imposing
unjust competition. The sooner we reach
a basis that will not be unfair to the rail-
ways and will allow reasonable competition
with road transport, the sconer the State
as a whole will benefit,

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
sugeest an open go so that the railways can
charge what freight rates are considered
proper?

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I did not say that
at all.

The Minister for Agriculture: I assumed
you did.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I suggested a flat
rate on all traffic hauled by the railways
which the department considered such
that the railways could be made to pay.

The Minister for Agriculture: Leaving
the Commissioners of Railways to charge
what they like.

Hon. A. L. Loton: No.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I am sorry; I have
done my best!

The Minister for Agriculture:
have done my best, too.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I realise quite well
that to individual cases, particularly as
regards the present Minister for Railways,
every sympathy is extended, but I do not
think the present state of affairs should
continue year by yvear whereby individual
propositions have to he dragged along to
the Minister or the Transport Board for
consideration. I regret that this question
has arisen in connection with the Midland
Railway Company. However, as the issue
has been raised in respect of that railway
and in view of the amendment appearing
on the notice paper, the concession granted
under the measure is to apply only to the
North-West and goods conveyed to and
from that part of the State, I should not
think that that particular railway will be
affected very severely.

Holding the views I do regarding the
operations of the Transport Board and the
position of the railways, as well as the
necessity for us to give more than mere
lip service in our efforts to assist outhack
communities, I support the Bill and hope
that its sponsor will have the satisfaction
of seeing the legislation assented to.

And 1

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland) [3.57]:
I oppose the Bill because it will, in my
opinion, adversely affect an area that at
present enjoys a very satisfactory railway
service. It will certainly affect the in-
terests of the Midland Railway Company,
whether to any great extent depends upon
the circumstances that may come into the
picture. If we are to open up the trans-
port position in the interests of all forms
of transport and so reduce the position
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of the railways to the point where the
service cannot be maintained, it will be a
sorry day for this State.

If we place the railways in the position
of not being able to function, we shall re-
gret it. We must grant the railways pro-
tection until such time as some other ac-
ceptable alternative is available to replace
that form of transport. There is nothing
in sight at present to meet that require-
ment. Possibly at some stage atomic en-
ergy may be available in that respect, but
that day has not yet arrived.

Sitting suspended from 3.58 to 4.30 p.m.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: It was suggested by
Mr. Roche that competition was necessary
if a railway was to give efficient service.
I can assure the hon. member that the
service given by the Midland Railway
Company is without competition and it
is rendering excellent service. If the Bill
were carried in its present form, it could
adversely affect all those residents who
use the Midland railway line. It is for
that reason I oppose the Bill.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South-East) [4.33]:
I support the measure in the main with the
hope that it may perhaps be amended in
some way subseguently because what I am
a little afraid of at the moment is the
effect of the competition upon the rail-
ways. We have already a railway system
stretching from east to west and it is now
subject to extreme competition from big
trucks running over the east-west road to
the Eastern States and vice versa.

Hon. L. Craig: Do you approve of that?

Hon. G. BENNETTS: No, I do not.
Hon. H. Hearn: This proposal is differ-
ent; it is private enterprise.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: The trucks I am
referring to run from one State to another
in competition with an already existing
railway. The other route stretching north
is served by a railway for part of the way
but beyond its terminus is pure wilderness,
far removed from decent transport facili-
ties. Admittedly, there is a shipping
service which caters for that part of the
State, but is it adequate enough {0 handle
all the goods traffic offering? The goods
that are being carried are perishabile and
whether the shipping service is adequate
for that type of traffic I do not know. Per-
haps Mr. Strickland might be able to tell
us something of that.

Even now, we hear of goods being carted
overland by heavy road trucks from the
Eastern States and I consider that freight
should be handled by rail. At the moment
the railways are running at a loss simply
because they assist in the development of
the country and render a great service to
the community. Concession fares are
granted for children and others on the
railways, and if private enterprise is to
be permitted to render a service in com-
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petition with the railway system and we
eventually lose the railway line as a result,
the day might arrive when the traffic was
not offering, and private enterprise would
discontinue its service and the people in
the districts concerned would be left
lamenting.

A few years ago I opposed the establish-
ment of a private bus service which was to
run in competition with the trams along
the Kalgoorlie-Boulder route. I did so
because I knew the trams were rendering
a good service and that as soon as the
buses were running they would drive the
trams off the route. I realised that if
at a later stage the private bus company
decided to discontinue its service, the
people would be left without any transport
facilities. That is what I am afraid of in
this instance.

Perhaps some member representing the
North Province could tell me what class
of traffic is being carted and what is done
generally. I would then be in a position
to vote accordingly. I have heen in the
North-West and know the area. Anything
that can be done for the people there in
order that their supplies can be brought
to them by means of a decent and up-to-
date service, I will support. I do not
want the service to compete unfairly with
the railways, but I think that only perish-
able goods would he carted to those
districts.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West)
[4.371: When I first heard of the Bill I
was inclined to favour it because I think
everything that is possible should be done
to encourage population in the Nortk. The
whole question is really bound up by rail-
way policy. This would not be the only
time that the State has had to suffer by
standing up to a policy that is detrimental
in some respects. We have to support the
railways and by doing so we are perform-
ing a dis-service to the railways in other
ways. I think the Bill and its regulations
would be difficult to administer because
there would be no guarantee that the
goods despatched, say, from Perth, would
be delivered at a given point.

If anyone asked me if he could take
a load of goods from Perth to, say, Port
Hedland, I would tell him to go ahead

because one could not expect anyone from,

say, the district of Carnarvon to go to
the terminal point of the railway and cart
supplies the rest of the way by road. If he
were able to cart the goods for the whole
distance, it would he of great benefit be-
cause the cartage could be completed in
one operation. We want to encourage
people to go to the North but 1 under-
stand there is a difference between road
and rail freight charges of about 60 per
cent. in favour of road transport.

It is pretty rough on pastoralists and
others if they have to pay about half as
much again for freight charges so that
a railway policy can be supported. That
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is what it amounts to. In all the circum-
stances, it seems to me to pass the Bill
would not be in the best interests of the
railway policy that is adopted by the Gov-
ernment. Apart from the district served by
the Midland Railway Company, the same
principle applies to oher parts of the State.
If we could wipe out the transport re-
strictions in other districts, people would
be better off because they could do much
hetter work with the advantage of road
transport. However, if we were to argue
along those lines, people In other parts
of the State would not have a ghost of a
chance of getting their goods carted.

Hon. H. C. Strickland: The people in
the North have to keep the people down
south.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I suppose that ap-
plies all over the State. I do not think
we can apply a ban to one area and not
apply it to another.

Hon. H. C. Strickland: Only about 100
tons of freight will go up north by road.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: 1 do not know
whether, in considering the question, the
actual tonnage is of any consequence.
I would like to see goods carried by road in-
creased to the extent of four or flive times
the tonnage mentioned by Mr. Strickland,
as a means of encouraging more develop-
ment and settlement in the North. We can-
not impose these restrictions on the people
for all time if we want the area to de-
velop. We must remember, too, that those
people have not even a decent shipping
service. )

The Minister for Agriculture: They will
have, though.

Hon. H. TUCKEY:
promised one for years.

The Minister for Agriculture: You know
of the definite proposals to make it a good
service, :

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I have heard of the
bitter complaints about the service, which
one finds quite justified when one makes
a few inquiries as to the conditions that
existed in the past. If it is at all possible
to assist the people in the North by this
proposal, it is up to Parliament to do its
very best to give effect to it. I consider,
however, that the Bill could have been
drafted in a way that would make it more
acceptable to the House than it is now,
hecause I helieve the position is left too
open.

HON. A. L. LOTON (South) [443]: I
support Mr. Strickland in his endeavours
to have the Bill passed. I am one
of those who reached the decision
long ago that the State Transport Board
has hampered the development of the
State by its activities. I feel sure that the
stage has long since been reached when
we should not have a body such as the
Transport Board acting, as it were, as the
last line of defence between the railway
administration and road transport. That is
the position as I see it today.

They have been
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Earlier this session we had considerable
discussion on the matter of road transport
and figures were produced by the Minister
as to the various charges that have been
fixed by the Railway Department. At
that time we were told that wool was
the only commodity being carted at a
profit to the railways at .4d. per
ton mile. The charges over an average
distance of 150 miles amount to 3.8d. per
ton mile and the fact that a profit of only
.4d. per ton mile, has resulted from the
protection afforded the railways by the
Tiansport Board, calls for comment.

Those who had super. delivered to
them, found that the Transport Board had
agreed to increase the terminal charge
for the delivery of super. I might explain
for the information of members that the
terminal charge is one on super. carted
from the siding to the works. ‘That is
the Government's responsibility. The
haulage charge is railway freight. If it is
carted by road, the Government finds an
additional 2.6d. per ton mile, which was
the figure supplied by the Minister for
Transport. From the siding to the pro-
ducers, a terminal charge on super. has
been1 applied which, up to this season,
was 4s. per ton.

Now we find—and it must be the Trans-
port Board that has agreed to it, because
I do not know who else would have done
so—that the charge has been increased to
6s. per ton. To cart 13 tons of super. for
approximately 135 miles the charge is
£8 18s. 3d. That is the railway freight.
The Government finds an additional
2.6d. per ton mile terminal charge which
is £3 18s. for three or four miles of haul-
age. It is out of all proportion to the 135
mile charge on the railway. It is unjust.
I quite realise that this has been done to
lessen the charge on the Treasury for the
amount of money it has had to find
for road haulage. That is the only rea-
son I can see for it. If it is to continue,
I do not know where it is going to end,

The Minister for Agriculture: I have
paid more to have my super. carried seven
miles.

Hon. A, L, LOTON: The terminal charge
on super. from the railway siding to the
farm was agreed to by the Transpori
Board.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is
an average.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Whether one lives
14 miles from the siding or two miles
from it, a flat rate is imposed.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
not think they are lucky to get it carted?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Everybody is lucky,
according to the Minister. The time has
arrived when the powers of the Trans-
port Board, which was set up to co-
ordinate the iransport services of this
State, should be curtailed. When this
Bill was first mooted by the hon. member,
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I was hopeful that that was what he had
in view, I know it was a Labour Gov-
ernment that introduced this measure
originally, and I was hopeful that it would
be a Labour member who would bring
about the dissolution of this board.

Hon. H. K. Watson: They have seen the
light.

Hon. A. L, LOTON: After their experi-
ence while in Opposition, they have real-
ised the dangers of such a board. I can-~
not understand why the Government is
offering such objection to this measure,
and I am not satisfied with the answer
given by the Minister for Transport. I
support the second reading.

HON. A. R. JONES (Midland) [4.50]:
I have rather a mixed understanding
with regard to this Bill. The Minister for
Railways has told us that we must have
protection for the railways, and I agree
with him, provided. of course, the railways
are doing their best to give us what we
need. The railway service is State-wide
in its operations, the chief object of which
is to open up areas, whether it pays or not
in the initial stages. I agree that the time
has come when the railways should know
what amount of money it will cost to cart
certain goods. Mr. Roche has suggested
that there should be a flat rate on which
the railway company should operate.

Hon. L. Craig: You do not believe that;
you cannot believe it!

Hon. A. R. JONES: The protection of the
railways has been going on for quite a num-
ber of years, and I feel that since efforts
are now, after a period of years, being
made to rehabilitate the system, we should
still grant some protection so that the rail-
ways can, perhaps, in two or thrze years,
give us the service to which we are entitled.
We have members from the north country
putting forward the argument that trans-
port facilities for their part of the State
are nof adequate to handle the produce
available, and the supplies which are
(rilecessary for the cuitivation of that pro-

uce.

Possibly the Minister for Agriculture
could let us know just what facilities are
available in regard to shipping for the
ports that would be served north of the
26th parallel, or perhaps Mr. Strickland
could give us that information. We should
know whether it is proposed that adequate
shipping facilities will again be available,
because I think that has a large influence
on the decision we are asked to make today.
We must not retard the progress of the
North in any way. We must help these
peopte wherever possible and if transport
facilities are necessary, we should provide
them, or the means whereby they could
supply transport for themselves.

Then again, Mr. Logan said that the
Midland Railway Company would be
affected by this Bill. That company has
rendered really good service. Unlike the
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Government railways, it has been able to
cope with all the freight it has been asked
to harndle, such as wheat, super. or other
produce. I believe bananas from the North
are the main concern, as are also beans and
other perishable goods. If I were a pro-
ducer in the north country sending my
output south to Perth, I would like to
know that my produce was going to get
through as quickly as possible in order to
avoid deterioration. I believe transferring
consignments from trucks to railways is
detrimental and impairs the condition of
the fruit by the time it reaches the market.
So when we deal with the gquestion of trans-
port, T think we have to consider it very
thoroughly hefore we arrive at a decision.
I think we ought {0 have more data hefore
we make any such decision.

Another thing which puzzles me is that
members of the Labour Party are indicat-
ing their support for this Bill. In the past
—this has been my experience anyway—
they have always championed the railways
and supporfed any measures to keep the
railways running and protect them from
private enterprise. It is strange to me,
therefore, that a Labour member in an-
other place should introduce this Bill,
which is to give private enterprise a prior-
ity over the railways. It does not tie up.
I have not been able to make up my mind
which way I will vote and I am sure other
members will feel the same.

Perhaps Mr. Strickland could answer a
few questions. The first is: What shipping
service is there for the ports which will be
served by transport if this Bill is passed?
The second is: What freight rates are
charged by the private contractors operat-
ing from the north as far as Geraldion,
and will that freight rate be increased or
decreased at all if the goods come right
through to Perth? Thirdly: Would it be
possible for the trucks loading through to
Perth and tfaking only perishable goods
back, to receive a full payable load?

There is nothing more I want to say on
this measure and if the Minister for Agri-
culture intends to speak on it, he might
be able to enlighten us with regard to cer-
tain matters, as perhaps, could Mr. Strick-
land also. I have very mixed feelings about
it. I would like to support the second
reading of the Bill and then wait and see
if there were any amendments forthcom-
ing. If we find that the transpori facilities
available are not sufficient to serve the
people in the North for, say, the next 12
months, we could make this Bill operate
for that period o relieve the position of
railway transport to and from that part
of the State. I support the second read-
ing.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. G. B. Waod—Central) (4581: 1
did not intend to speak on this measure,
but, as the guestion of shipping has been
brought up, I would like to tell Mr. Jones
that it is proposed to step up the ship-
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ping position very much. Mr. Jones will
probably know that one of the State
steamships was sunk at Wyndham, which
was a big set-back to the State Shipping
Service. Since then the Government has
bought a ship called the “Dongarra,” and
& deposit of £40,000 was paid on it only
yvesterday. We hope {0 have it here in
January. That will make a difference and
perhaps relieve the “Kybra” which will
run only from Fremantle to Carnarvon.
This will, of course, help to provide a
better service than is now operating at the
ftwo ports of Shark Bay and Carnarvon.
Apart from that, the Government has also
asked a committee of experts to go into
t;lle whole question of planning another
ship.

Hon. G. Bennetts: That would not be
the one you promised me for Esperance.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, that is another one. Seeing-that Mr.
Bennetts has interjected, I might say how
surprised we all are that he should sup-
port a measure like this when he has
been considered an authority on. and a
champion of, railways. That is the ship-
ping position, I admit that it has not been
satisfactory. Apart from the measures I
have mentioned, we have made investi-
gations with a view to getting some of the
oversea vessels to convey meat from
Wyndham to Fremantle, and I can with
considerable assurance say that the ship-
ping position will be greatly improved in
the near future, even as early as next
January.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [5.11: I do
not wish to cast a silent vote. I support
the Bill because of the special difficulties
that are being encountered by people who
live in the North. There are fimes when
one is compelled to break away from
established practice in order to meet a
contingency. To impress members with
the sincerity of my attitude, I suggest that
the duration of the measure be limited,
say from 12 months to two years, and
that will afford an opportunity to as-
certain whether the Minister’s forecast
about increased shipping has been re-
alised. We have to offer every possible
encouragement to the people in the North,
and members must realise what a serious
handicap the lack of shipping has been.

Hon. L. Craig: You would not be sup-
porting it had it been a Government
railway operating up there.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: As I have stated,
there are fimes when one has to be
prepared to support almost anything to
meet a contingency, and there is no doubt
that the pecople in Carnarvon and those
in other parts of the North are suffering
through the lack of transport. In ordinary
circumstances, I would not support such
g measure, but on this occasion I must

o sO.
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HON. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM (South-
East) [53): I oppose the second reading
and I hope the House will support the
Minister in his efforts to defeat the Bill.
This measure recalls to my mind a very
active and at one time large firm that
started a service such as this to Meeka-
tharra. It was known as Shipways. It
started with a great flourish and offered
g. \gnderful service for a certain type of
raffic.

If one had a small heavy parcel to he
transported, one could get it delivered al-
most to one’s door. It was really wonder-
ful. But when anybody wanted something
urgent, if it was of large dimensions,
Shipways let the applicant down. That
service was not a success. It was run
in opposition to the railway. In bad
weather the service was put out of gear
and the delivery of goods was delayed.
Whether that would apply in this instance
is beside the question; the road as far as
Geraldton at least is good.

There is another point that ought to
be taken into consideration. There is news
in today’s paper that should give cause
for grave concern. Our railways are in
their present parlous condition because of
the tremendous amount of work they were
called upon to do—work far hevond their
capacily—during the war years. No
system of road transport could have coped
with that volume of work; yet the railways
had to do it and do it at a great loss.
No private concern or even big organisa-
tion could possibly have met the require-
ments demanded of the railways during
the war years.

Now we are being asked to sanction
a service to the North and permit it to
choose its own freight. Already there are
three forms of transport to the greater
portion of the district proposed to be
served. If we now give a private firm
the right to choose what traffic it will
transport to the North, we shall bring
about a set of circumstances similar to
those that necessitated the recent com-
plete closure of a short line in the North—
a course to which most of the people in
the North were opposed. The reason
given for the failure of that short line
was the growth of road transport, which
had been permitted to compete with the
railway. If we give permission to another
firm, it will mean that another of these
northern lines will meet its end by slow
strangulation or starvation. When that
time comes, will members who are sup-
porting this Bill approve of another
measure that will have to be brought
down to close this other line and leave
the faxpayers to bear the loss?

We must think ahead. If the Bill is
passed, what will happen to our shipping
service? 'That service was hard pressed
during the war years and it will be
hard pressed again. In the event of
another war occurring, there is a possi-
hility of fuel restrictions being reimposed,
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and what would happen to the proposed
new service then? People would demand
that the railways undertake the traffic
again at a loss. This is a shori-sighted
policy and I trust that members will con-
sider the position carefully before sup-
porting the second reading,

HON. H. C. STRICKLAND (North—
in reply) [5.71: I have two regrets—one
that members have not studied the pro-
posed amendment on the notice paper
and the other that I was unable to give
a full explanation of the Bill when mov-
ing the second reading. The attendance
that day was not large, and I had not
much time to introduce the Bill, but I
stated that I would be prepared to give
a full explanation when replying te the
second reading debate,

This is a very simple measure, and I
am sorry that a lot of red herrings have
been drawn across the path and that so
much extraneous matter should have
been introduced into the debate. It is
not right to say that profitable services
to the North will be interfered with If
this measure is passed. We have no ser-
vice to the North; the only licensed goods
service between Perth and the North-
West is that provided by MacRobertson-
Miller Airways, but people could not
possibly pay the freight rates reguired to
send their goods by air.

The Minister for Transport: You have
three good road systems from Geraldton
northwards.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I was speak-
ing of a service between Perth and the
North-West. The Minister, in reply to a
question only a few days ago, told me
what I have just stated. The Midland Rail-
way Company pays no license fees whatever
and contributes nothing by way of petrol
tax towards the huilding or maintenance
of the main highway. The Midland road
service carries passengers and parcels, but
if a washaway occurred on that line, it
could not transport bananas from Gerald-
ton to Perth.

The Minister for Transport:
have a service.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: We have a
service only from Carnarvon to Gerald-
ton, and the small community of 80 or 90
people living at Shark Bay have no ser-
vice whatever. The nearest air strip to
them is at Carnarvon 180 miles away
while the distatnce to Geraldton is 200
miles.

The Minister for Transport: The fish
company is running a service.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: That com-
peny experienced quite a lot of difficulty
before it was able to convey any freight
back to the North. How much freight
could be put in an icebox on a truck?
The company was denled permission te

But you
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carry back anything for people who had
no service whatever. A firm has just
bought out two of the transport com-
panies and is operating between Carnar-
von and Geraldton, but I suppose the
Minister wants to see the goods for the
people at Shark Bay dumped on the road-
side at the turnoff, whickh is 90 miles
from Shark Bay.

The Minister for Transport: How do
they get their goods now?
Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The only

way is under a permit issued on sufferance
by the Transporit Board to carry a few
things from Perth. It was not until the
Leader of the Opposition brought some
pressure to bear that the fish company
was permitted to carry anything back to
the North, and even so a charge of 10s.
per ton was made by the Transport Board.
A man might take a few groceries back
for his wife, but that is about all.

The board definitely stated that the Mid-
land Railway Company had protested very
strongly against goods being conveyed up
the Great Northerh Highway, and I gather
that that was why the Bill come to this
House in its present form. The board
did not administer the Act as it was in-
tended to be applied. If it did so, all the
freight would have to ke put on the railway
to Ajana, but no objection is raised to the
running of 70 miles alongside a Govern-
ment railway to Geraldton and then put-
ting the freigcht on the Midland railway.

The Minister for Transport: That was
a concession to the people.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Yes, and
the board claims that it is charged with
the duty of administering the Act fo pre-
vent pirating. I should like to know
whether there is any better illustration
of pirating than that of the action of
the Midland Railway Company, which
launched a number of prosecutions
against owner-drivers of frucks—men
who were trying to make a living and
pay off the purchase price of their trucks.

Let me give an illustration of pirating.
It the Act were applied literally, all goods
would have to be carried on the Govern-
ment line from Ajana to Geraldton, but
that section of the Government railways
is by-passed. The run is made to Gerald-
ton and the goods are loaded in the
Government railway yards at Geraldton
and into Government vans. They are
hauled from Geraldton in a Government
train down to Walkaway. That applies
to all goods going to and coming from
the North, and explains how the Midland
Company can make a profit while the
State railways show a loss. From Walk-
away the Midland Railway Company takes
over with a train crew and hauls it to
Midland Junction where the Government
supplies a train crew and brings it to
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Perth. The Government also supplies
the goods accommodation, does the in-
voicing and takes all fhe risks.

Hon. L. Craig: For which it is paid.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Yes. The
full freight on bananas—I would not be
certain of all goods—is 45s. 4d4. per ton
from Geraldton te Perth, of which the
Midland Railway Company receives 41s. 5d.
and the Government railways 3s. 11d.

The Minister for Transport: You know
why that is.

Hon. H, C. STRICKLAND: Yes.

The Minister for Transport: It is a con-
cession to the people,

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I would call
it pirating, because it is something in be-
tween. It is worked out on a milzage
basis, The Midland Railway Company is
responsible for 277 miles, and no invoicing,
and takes no risks, but it gets paid at
exactly the same rate as the Government.
But that is not the principle for which I
desire to get the measure through. I do
not care what the Midland Railway Com-
pany does. My argument with the
company is that it is using the Trans-
port Board, which is yielding to its
pressure, to inflict hardships and ob-
struct road traffic from the North.

The Minister for Transport; That con-
cession applied before the Transport
Board was constituted.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Which con-
cession?
The
through
bananas.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Yes. When
Mr. Willcock and Mr. Millington spoke in
favour of the measure, they were speak-
ing of the areas between here and Ger-
aldton. No-one envisaged that this would
apply to the far North. We had a good
boat service consisting of three State ships
and four Blue Funnel liners running a
regular service.

The Minister for Agriculture: You will
have four State ships in January.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The ship-
ping will soon overtake the Midland Rail-
way Company unless its gets protection
against shipping, because the people will
not pay £10 5s. a ton on goods from here
to Carnarvon when they can hbe carried
by ship for £2 as general cargo.

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: What is
the road freight?

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Between
£10 and £11.

Hon. J. M. A, Cunningham: They would
object to paying that, the same as they
would the train freight.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I could
not give the fizure for through transport
because no-one desires to cart everything

The
for

Transpcrt:
both ends

Minister for
routing at
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through. The railways will still be used.
People in Shark Bay are affected, and the
banana and bean growers at Carnarvon.
The flat rate for beans is 3d. per lb. They
are picked up at the plantation and taken
richt to the market. It works out at
£25 10s. a ton, which, over 620 miles, is
about 5.5d. per ton mile. The bean
carters have to return empty to Gerald-
ton-—another 316 miles—so they really
travel 900 miles for that amount. It
actually works out, therefore, at about
3.6d, per ton mile. The Minister said that
road transport costs 1s. per ton mile.

The Minister for Transport: That is an
over-gll figure for small leoads and short
hauls, as well as hig loads.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: It costs £7
per ton to bring bananas to Geraldton,
and that works out at about 6.7d. per ton
mile. We consider that is a high freight.
If hauliers can operate on these rates,
there is something wrong with the figures
of the Transport Board,

The Minister for Transport: No, those
figures are accurate.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Would the goods be
carried out at the same price, if they had
back loading?®

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: They might
be. It is not a question of cost, but one of
urgency with respect to perishable goods.
Bananas leave Carnarvon on Tuesday
and arrive here on the Saturday morning.
They are loaded on to a truck on Tues-
day in Carnarvon, and are off-loaded into
railway trucks in Geraldton on Thursday.
Some arrive in Perth on Friday night and
some on Saturday morning. As a rule,
two frains are sent. They cannot be mar-
keted before Monday.

The Minister for Transport: It takes
that time for them to ripen.
Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: A lot of

them go into the ripening rooms. The
trouble is that in the hot months of the
flush period—PFebruary and March prin-
cipally, and January to a lesser extent—
the bananas, unless Kkept at the pulp
temperature of less than 90 deg., deteri-
orate and become unmarketable. My
main concern, however, is in connection
with the bhean transporters. They have
to travel all the way to Perth and then
return empty over a distance of 300 miles.
The people at Shark Bay have no oppor-
tunity of getting stores of any kind.

Hon. L. Craig: They can get permits.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The Minis-
ter said the authorities would be sym-
pathetic, but that is not so. We have
great irouble in getting materials for
State Housing Commission jobs. Messrs.
Sandwell and Wood have a contract to
erect another six houses in Carnarvon,
making a total of 12, and an officer of
that company wrote to say—

(COUNCIL.]

I would like to convey our thanks
for assisting us with our road trans-
port problem. The few loads we have
been abile to send by road have helped
us considerably to speed up the jobs
and to hold down the cost, for freicht
by rail and road is much dearer than
by road only.

That firm had difficulty with the Trans-
port Board in getting permission for the
hean trucks to pick up prefabricated
houses in Perth to take to Carnarvon.
The board wanted the houses to be railed
to Geraldton and taken by road from
there. At the finish Sandweli and Wood
were allowed to have them taken from
Perth, but they had to pay 10s. a ton for
the right to do so. These things would
irritate anyone who was contributing to
a railway system that had never done
anything for the North.

Hon, H. S. W. Parker: I thought you
said that all goods for the North had to
go to Geraldton.

Hon. H. €. STRICKLAND: Only be-
cause shipping cannot carry them. If our
State ships were State ships ins{ead of
iterstate ships, there would be no trouble,
but they are interstate vessels travelling
from here to DParwin. They top up with
North-West goods if they have space, be-
cause they get a freight rate of £7 10s.
to Darwin and about 50s. along the coast.

The Minister for Agrmulture Darwin
is not in a State.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Well, where
is it?

The Minister for Agriculture: It is in
Federal territory. Surely you do not ob-
ject to the “Koolinda™ going to Darwin.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: 1 object to
it leaving behind North-West goods and
passengers s0 that it may go to Darwin.
The boat would never reach Darwin if
it were filled with North-West goods and
passengers.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Dar-
win trade is very helpful

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Lijke the
State railways, the Stafe ships were
established to serve Western Australia.

The Minister for Agriculture: We were
glad to get the Darwin trade.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: This has
nothing to do with the Bill
The Minister for Agriculture: Do not

the Geraldton people like to sell a few
tomatoes to Darwin?

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Does not
the Minister think the Carnarvon people
like to sell their preduce in Perth?
Tomatoes were grown in Carnarvon be-
fore they were grown in Geraldton. We
had the metropolitan as well as the Mel-
pourne market at one time. It is not
possible to grow them in Carnarvon now
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because they have to bhe carted along
dusty roads to Geraldton where they are
off-lpaded into railway trucks, and they
are handled again when they reach Perth,
which makes it uneconomical. This will
not affect the railway at all, if members
will agree to an amendment.

On the notice paper I have an amend-
ment seeking to delete Clause 3, and the
effect of that will be to protect only
Government-owned railways. 1 propose
further to move to delete, in Clause 4, all
the words after the word “by” and to
insert in liew the words—

inserting after the word “be” in line
3 of the last paragraph of paragraph
12 of such Schedule the words “excent
where the carriage of any goods is
to or from ahy part of the State
situate north of the twenty-sixth
parallel of south latitude.”

That would attain the required object-
ive and would not interfere with the
Midland Railway Coy. This clause in
the First Schedule would then read—

For the purposes of this Schedule
the term ‘*the railway station or
town nearest to such property” shall
mean that station or town most ac-
cessible to the property or farm, as
the case may be, except where the
carriage of any goods is to or from
any part of the State situate north of
the twenty-sixth parellel of south
latifude, and the term “railway
station” shall, notwithstanding the
definition of “railway” in this Act,
include any railway station what-
spever.

That would merely exempt places north
of the 26th parallel and would cover only
such small towns as Shark Bay, with §0
inhabitants in and around the town, and
Carnarvon itself. As I have explained,
they would not then be paying £10 and
£11 a ton freigcht by road.

There were only two or three consecu-
tive weeks when the carriage of bananas
was around the 200 tons mark. It
has now dropped to about a third of that
flgure. I trust the House will agree to
the Bill so that in Committee I can move
the amendments I have suggested. I will
also accepit Mr. Jones's proposal for the
imposition of a time limit. If a time limit
of 12 months is put on the measure, it can
be varied, or the provision struck out al-
together, when the measure comes up for
review.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Noes ... 15
Majority against :

[92]
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Ayes.
Hon, N. E. Baxter Hon. A. R. Jones
Hon. ¢&. Bennetts Hon. A. L. Loton
Hon. R. J. Boylen Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. E. M. Davies Hon. H. €. Btrickland
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. E. M, Heenan
Hon. W. R. Hall (Teller.}
Noea.
Hon. L Cralg Hon. H. 8. W, Parker
Hon. J. A, Dimmitt Hon, C. H. Simpson
Hon. Slr Prank Gibson Hon, J. M. Thomson
Hon. H. Hearn Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon. Si{r Chas. Latham  Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. L. A. Logan Hon. J. Cunningham
Hon. W. J. Mann {Teller,}
Question thus negatived; Bill defeated.

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTR![CTI()NSI)\T A%".)[‘ AMENDMENT
(No. 2),

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to
amendments Nos. 1, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 20, 21,
22, 27, 31, 39, 41, 47 and 49 made by the
Council, had disagreed to Nos. 3 to 4, 7, 8,
11, 13 to 19, 23 to 26, 28 to 30, 32 to 38,

. 42 to 46 and 48, and had agreed to No. 40

subject to a further amendment.
In Committee.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Transport in charge of the
Bill.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: As
has been mentioned on more than one
oceasion, this is mainly a conference Bill
and, instead of occupying a great deal of
time In discussing the merits and demerits
of all these amendments to which the
Legislative Assembly has disagreed, I sug-
gest that we insist on all our amendments
en bloc. That will lead t{o the inevitable
result of the Assembly asking for a con-
ference, to which we could accede, allow-
ing the managers to be appointed and to
attend to their business as soon as pos-
sible. It would save a loi of time, and I
move—

That the amendments made by the
Council and disagreed to by the As-
sembly be dealt with en bloc,

Hon. L. A, LOGAN: The Legislative
Assembly has moved an amendment to our
amendment No. 40, and I think we should
consider that immediately.

The CHAIRMAN: We shall deal with
that separately.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I have
no great desire to oppose this motion, but
I would like to know what we are going
to ask the conference to consider. We are
handing over the powers of 30 members to
our three managers for them to make the
laws of the State, and we must decide on
a course of action, Does it mean that we
cannot discuss these amendments, or if I
vote against the motion moved by the
Minister, will there be discussion on all
the amendments?
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The CHAIRMAN: The question before
the Committee is that consideration of the
amendments disagreed to by the Legis-
lative Assembly be taken en bloc. If that
is agreed to, then we can insist on our
amendments.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: But supposing
I vote against it.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member
must have sufficient support. All the
amendments in question would have to be
discussed seriatim if the hon. member had
& majority to vote against the motion.

Hen. H. S. W, PARKER: The Legislative
Assembly has made a further amendment
to our amendment No. 40. Is that in-
cluded in the motion before the Chair?

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Logan asked that
identical question a few moments ago, and
I replied that we would deal with that
separately.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: Very well.
Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: 1
move—

That the amendments be insisted
on.

Hon. A. R, JONES: I do not feel inclined
to vote in favour of the motion., We do
not know what the amendments are.

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee has
just decided to deal with the Council’s
emendments en bloc.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: With one ex-
ception.

The CHATRMAN: That is so. The Com-
mittee cannot go back on its decision.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments insisted on.

No. 40. Clause 13—Add a further sec-
tion after Section 15B to stand as Section
15C, as follows:—

15C. It shall be the obligation of
the lessee to permit the lessor to enter
and inspect the leased premises not
more than once in any month upon
not less than 48 hours’ notice given by
the lessor to the lessee provided that
such notice is for an inspection to be
made between the hours of 9 a.m. and
6 p.m. and failure to comply with this
provision shall give the lessor ground
to issue to the lessee hotice to quit.
Provided, however that this section
shall not sffect any written contract
between the parties.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly has
agreed to the Council’s amendment sub-
ject to the following further amend-
ment:—

Delete the word “month” in line 4
of the proposed new Section 15C and
insert in lieu the word “year.”

[COUNCIL.)

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
move—

That the amendment, as amended,
be agreed ta.

Hon, H. §. W. PARKER: I do not desire
to embark upon a lengthy discussion of this
matier but the Assembly’s amendment is
quite ridiculous, to put it mildly. There
has been so much trouble that the matter
should receive attention, Tenants have re-
fused landlords the right to inspect their
premises because the law, as interpreted
by the courts, is that a statutory lease
gives no right to the landlord to enter
and inspect his premises, as does common
law. A tenant may play ducks and drakes
with the landlord's property and yet at
present the landlord has nho right to en-
ter the premises for the purposes of in-
spection or even to carry out repairs. I
thought the Counecil’s amendment was a
very mild request, particularly in view of
the fact that 48 hours' notice had to be
given to the tenant and the inspection was
confined to once a month. Once a year!
Why not hand over the property com-
pletely to the tenant? It is too ridiculous
for words!

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I regard the As-
sembly’s amendment as reasonable. I do
not think anyone would desire the land-
lord inspecting premises at any time he
chose., If the landlord were to see the
tenant, there would probably be no ob-
jection to his making an inspection occa-
sionally.. But why make this provision in
the Bill?

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker: The reason for
it is that tenants have ohjected.

Hoh. G. BENNETTS: This will mean
that some landlords will be able to do
some stickybeaking and be in and out al-
most every day.

Hon. 8Sir CHARLES LATHAM: This will
apply to houses that are let furnished,
often on leases. In the circumstances it
is only reasonable that a landlord should
have this privilege. I know of instances
where furniture has been taken away
from leased premises and has even been
smashed up.

Question put and negatived; the As-
sembly's amendment to the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN: The effect of the
Committee’s deciston is that the Council
insists on its amendment,

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the

.Assembly.

BILL—SEEDS.
Assembly’'s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Council’'s amendments.
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BILL—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Council’s amendments.

Sitting suspended from 5.46 to 8.0 p.m.

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT
{No, 2},

Assembly’s Request for Conference.

Message from the Assembly received
and read requesting a conference on the
amendments insisted on by the Council,
and notifying that at such conference the
Assembly would be represented by four
managers.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
move—

That the Assembly's request for a
conference be agreed to, that the
managers for the Council be the Min-
ister for Transport, Hon, E. M. Davies,
Hon. H. L. Roche and Hon. H. K.
Watson, and that the conference he
held in the President's room at 9 a.m.
tomorrow.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned {o the Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 8.3 p.m. to
5.27 p.m. (Friday).

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Conference Managers’ Report.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
I beg to report that the conference
managers met in conference on the Bill
and reached the following agreement:—

No. 2.—Not agreed to.

No. 3.-—Agreed to.

Na. 4—Clause 5—After the figures
“1949” in line 33 insert the word *“or”
and insert the following paragraph—

(b) in respect of premises the

lessee whereof is the Crown or any
Crown instrumentality.

No. T.—Agreed to.

No. 8—Agreed to with the substitution
of the word *thirty” for the word *thirty-
five.”

No. 11.—Clause 6, page 3—Insert after
paragraph (b)) paragraphs (iih) and
(itic) as follows;—

(iiib) After the commencement of
the Increase of Rent (War Restric-
tions) Act Amendment Act, 1950, and
in respect of premises being a dwel-
ling house or used or occupied for
the purposes of residence and first
leased prior to the first day of Jan-
uary, 1948, any lessor may give to
the lessee one month's notice in
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writing that the rent of the premises
shall as from the date of the ex-
piration of such notice be increased
by twenty per centum of the amount
of the standard rent of the premises
and unless prior to such date the ten-
ant applies to the Court for deter-
mination of the fair rent the rent
shall be increased in accordance with
the notice. If the ienant applies
to the Court for such determination
the Court shall make the determina-
tion and the rent shall apply as de-
termined by the Court as from the
date of the lessee’s application: Pro-
vided that in respect of premises
first leased as aforesaid but for which
an increase on the standard rent has
been made prior to the commence-
ment of the Increase of Rent (War
Restrictions) Act Amendment Act,
1950, by order of the Court or other-
wise the increase of rent provided
for in this section shall be inclusive
of and and not additional to the in-
crease already made.

(iiic) Any lessor who has not given
a notice under the provisions of the
last preceding paragraph may at any
time make an application to the
Court for a variation of the percent-
age increase fixed by the last pre~
ceding paragraph and the Court shall
have jurisdiction to hear the applica-
tion and to flx such other percent-
age increas¢ being not more than
fifty per centum of the standard rent
as the Court thinks fit; or alter-
natively the Court may at its dis-
cretion determine the fair rent of
the premises.

A further amendment agreed upon
is to substitute the word “lessor” for
the word “landlord” and also to sub-
stitute the word ‘““lessee’’ for the word
‘“tenant” wherever occurring in
Clause 6.

No. 13.—Clause 7, page 4—Delete all
the words after the word “follows"” in line
2 and substitute—

11. In determining the fair rent
the Court may take into considera-
tion any factors which the Court
considers relevant.

Nos. 14 to 19 (both
agreed to.

No. 23—Clause 11, paragraph (a)—In-
sert after the flgure in brackets “(2)"
the following words “and substifuting the
following:—

(2) The lessor of shared accom-
modation who personally occupies
portion of such accommodation may
give to a lessee thereof—

(a) where the lessee is unmarried
two months’ notice, or

(b) where the lessee is married
six months' notice,—

inclusive).—Not
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to terminate the lease and on the
expiration of the period stated in the
notice the provisions of this section
shall cease to apply in respect of
those premises.

No. 24 —Clause 11—Delete the words
“b;aing a dwelling house” from paragraph
(¢).

No. 25.—Clause 1l1—Insert a new para-
graph (d) as follows:—

{(d) By adding a subsection as fol-
lows:—

(5) The provisions of this section
shall not &apply as between
the principal lessor and his
lessee in respect of premises
where such lessee without
the consent of the principal
lessor has sublet the premises
either wholly or in part to
sub-lessees or lodgers or has
granted leave or license to
any person to use the same
either wholly or in part.

No. 26—Clause 12, pages 6-8—Delete
all words from line 39 on page 6 to line 15
on page 8, all inclusive, and substitute
the following:—

15 (A). (1) Subject to subsection
(7) of this section where the lessor
has been or becomes the owner of
premises and has resided in the Com-
monwealth for not less than two
years and requires the premises for
his own occupation or for the occupa-
tion of his married son or married
daughter who has resided in the Com-
monwealth for a period of not less
than two years, and after making
a statutory declaration to that effect,
he may serve on the lessee notice to
quit and deliver up possession of the
premises at the expiration of a period
which—

(a) in the case of a lessor who,
for not less than three vears,
has owned the premises being
a dwelling house or premises
leased for the purpose of
residence, shall be at least
three months expiring on or
after the thirtieth day ot
June, 1951;
in the case of a lessor who
for less than three years but
for more than six months
has owned the premises be-
ing a dwelling house or
premises leased far the pur-
pose of residence shall he at
least six months expiring on
or after the thirtieth day of
September, 1951;
in the case of a lessor who,
for not less than three years,
has owned the premises not
being a dwelling house or
premises leased for the pur-

(b)

(c)

[COUNCIL.]

pose of residence shall be at
least three months expiring
on or after the thirtieth day
of September, 1951;

in the case of a lessor who,
for less than three years but
for more than one year, has
owned the premises not be-
ing a dwelling house or
premises leased for the pur-
pose of residence, shall be at
least six months expiring on
or after the thirty-first day
of December, 1951,

and such notice shall at its expira-
tion determine the rightful occupa-
tion of the lessee notwithstanding the
Common Law condition requiring the
notice to quit to expire on a periodical
day of the tenhncy.

(2) At any time after the expira-
tion of the notice to quit the lessor
may apply to the Court for an order
for recovery of possession of the
premises and for the ejectment of the
lessee and any other person, if any,
therefrom, and on proof of the facts
referred to in subsection (1) of this
section the Court shall make the order
and may award mesne profits or
damages.

Nos. 28 to 36 (both inclusive).—Not
agreed to, but covered by recommenda-
tions in No. 26.

No. 37.—Not agreed to.

No. 38.—Not agreed to; already covered
by the recommendations as to No. 26.

No. 40.—In proposed new section 15 (¢)
delete the word “month” and substitute
the words “‘period of three months.”

Nos. 42 to 45 (both inclusive).—Clause
17—Delete paragraph {(d).

No. 46.—Agreed to, subject to the dele-
tion of the word “thereupon” and the
words “in prierity to all other applicants.”

No. 48.—Agreed to.
I move—
That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
geeordingly returned to the Assembly.
BILL—LOAN, £14,266,000.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

(d>

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson—Midland) [(5.38]
in moving the second reading said: This
is the familiar measure by which, during
each session of Parligment, authority is
sought by the Government {o obtain by
loan the necessary funds to meet the pro-
posed capital expenditure on public works.
Although the expenditure provided for in
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the Loan Estimates amounts to £16,798,276,
the Bill asks for a sum of £14,366,000
only. This figure, when supplemented by
the unexpended balance of previous auth-
orisations, is estimated to be sufficient to
meet proposed expenditure until such
time as Parliament re-assembles.

A glance af the schedule to the Bill
will indicate the individual amounts
making up the sum to which I have re-
ferred. If may be noted that the indi-
vidual! totals do not, in every case case,
coincide with those submitted in the
Estimates. This is caused, as I have ex-
plained, by there being available for use
in some instances, unspent halances from
previous authorisations.

At the 30th June last the net public
debt amounted to £109,479,162, an in-
crease of £5,853,241 over last year's
figure. Motwithstanding this increase, our
gain in population increased the debt per
person by £2 0s. 2d. only to £196 11s. The
face value of the debt redeemed during
the year was £1,040,923, including £275,907,
on oversea securities. Approximately
£1,200,000 will be available in the sinking
fund for use during the current year.
Further satisfactory conversions were ef-
fected last year and the average rate of
interest on the total debt is now £3 2s.

5d. per cent. as compared with last
year's percentage of £3 3s. 3d.
The authorisation asked for in this

Bill is the greatest in the history of the
State. It is £2,646,000 in excess of that
requested last year, which was more than
double the highest amount ever sought
before, However, the reasons for these
expanding sums are obvious. Firstly, we
have to deal with the declining value of
the £, Then again we have had to con-
tend with the substantial accumulation
of public works that were deferred owing
to the war, a problem which is not
peculiar to this State or to the Common-
wealth.

The delicate situation which has arisen
in international relationships and the
peculiarly vulnerable position in which
Australia finds itself in world politics,
make it essential that, from a defence
point of view, the economy of Australia
should be substantially strengthened. In
order to strengthen our economy, more
population is needed, and to this end a
vigorous migration policy has been
adopied by the Commonwealth and the
State Governments. The rapid increase
in the population’ of all the States since
the end of the war, due largely to migra-
tion, is evidence of the success of this
policy.

While increased population is most de-
sirable, it is obvious that the best use
cannot he made of our increased num-
bers unless we have the necessary facili-
ties available. The basic industries,
which would form the backbone of a
strong defence organisation, cannot func-
tion to full efficiency unless they are pre-
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vided with power, light, water and trans-
port. In Australia, as compared, fom
instance, with the United States, the pro-
vision of these services is mainly a Gov-
ernment responsibility. The Government:
of the States are therefore faced witl
the urgent need, not only to expend large
sums in the construction of deferred pub-
lic works, but to provide the capacity tc
meet the needs of expanding industry anc
of increasing population.

I propose to give members, as briefl)
a5 is consistent with the importance of
the matter, an explanation of the ex-
penditure contemplated in the schedule
to the Bill. Last year's expenditure of
£3,350,000 was considerably less than thal
contemplated under the Bill. The mair
reason for the disparity is payment fo
materials which are now arriving for the
regeneration of our railways and for
electricity supply. Approximately £8,000,00(
has been allocated to the purchase ol
plant, machinery and equipment, £6,000,000
of which will be spent oversea, anc
£2,000,000 in Australia.

With regard to the-railways the pro-
vision for 1850-51 is £6,000,000 compris-
ing £3,000,000 for additions and improve-
ments to opened railways and £4,000,000
for rollingstock. Included in this amouni
is provision for payment of the balance
due on 60 "W’ class locomotives which
are expected towards the end of the cur-
rent financial year. This will absorb ap-
proXimately £1,554,000. An amount of
£97,000 has heen provided to clear the
sum due on the “PM” locomotives de-
livered last year. Provision has also been
made for a substantial programme of
wagon and coach stock replacement. It
iz proposed to arrange for construction,
by contract, of 107 coaches for country
travel, and £350,000 has been set aside
for the purpose this year.

The new wagon stock programme con-
templates the acquisition of a total of
4,160 vehicles, mainly for replacement of
wagons due for retirement. It is expected
that orders will be placed for upwards of
3,000 of these vehicles during the current
year, covering the following types:—

* Sheep 300
Cattle 300
High side 600
Medium side 500
Low side 250
Covered louvred 1,000

The provision in the Estimates for
these vehicles is £1,945,000. A substantial
proportion of the provision for additions
and improvements to opened railways is
represented by rails for permanent way
needs and sleepers, crossing timbers and
bridge madterials. It is expected that rail
deliveries during the year will total some
15,000 tons, of which only about 2,000
tons will be of Australian origin. Work
shop machinery deliveries are expected
to cost £87,000.
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In previous years expenditure of this
nature would have been partly charged
to revenue. However, under the proposals
for the placing of the railway accounts
on a more realistic basis, which includes
the writing-down of the department's
capital ligbility, as from this year re-
placements will be made in their entirety
from the Loan Fund, and an annual de-
preciation provision made from revenue
to cover the extinguishment of the liabil-
ity of the respective assets during their
anticipated lives. An amount of £220.000
has been made available for staff-hous-
ing and a similar sum for station yard
improvements and additions. Other
amounts provide for main line improve-
ments on the South-West railways, track
ballasting and the provision of buildings,
including a new building in Perth for a
telephone exchange and administrative
offices.

As regards tramways, a sufficient sum
has been set aside, which when
augmented by previous unspent auth-
orisations, will allow for the purchase of
50 bus chassis and their locally-built
hodies and for payment on seven buses
which were not delivered last year. Pro-
vision has been made for the conversion
to trolley-bus routes of the Mt. Hawthorn,
Bulwer-street and Walcott-street tram
services.

Dealing with electricity and gas sup-
plies, for which the allocation is
£1,500,000 and to which will also be added
unspent previous authorisations, the total
expenditure is estimated to be a little
over £3,000,0000 of which nearly £2,000,000
will be on the South Fremantle power
station, the first section of which will
include two 25,000 kilowatt sets generat-
ing at 50 cycles. The second section is
designed for a further two sets of the
same capacity, making in all a total of
100,000 kilowatts for the station. Good
progress was made on the construction
work during the year. The buildings for
the “A” station are complete and work
on the first two boiler units and on the
first turbo-alternator of 25,000 kilowatt
capacity has reached an advanced stage.
It is expected that power will flow from
the station prior to next winter.

The foundations for the “B" section of
the South Fremantle power station have
been. completed and the erection of the
framework is now proceedinz. A large
guantity of the equipment to be installed
in “B" section is already here and the
balance is being received regularly from
oversea sources in gradually increasing
quantities. Progress in connection with
the installation of three 2,500 k.w. gen-
erating sets at the Collie power station
has been satisfactory and work on trans-
mission lines in the South-West is pro-
ceeding according to plan,

(COUNCIL.]

An additional boiler was ordered in
1949 for the East Perth power station, on
which it is anticipated that some loan ex-
penditure will be incurred during the year.
The Eleetricity Commission is planning
well ahead in order to prevent the metro-
politan system or the South-West system
from ever again suffering a shortage of
supply of electricity such as has been ex-
perienced over the last three years.

A site has been selected on the west
side of Leschenault Estuary, approxi-
mately one mile north of the town of
Bunbury, on which the next power sta-
tion is to be erected. The foundations are
now bheing tested by boring, and an early
commencement will be made on the de-
sign of the first section of this power sta-
tion. Provision will be made for the ulti-
mate development on this site of a power
station with a capacity three or four
times that of South Fremantle “A"” and
‘B” stations combined, but, of course, this
will only be constructed progressively as
the demand on the system grows.

The station at Bunbury will supply elec-
tricity both for the South-West system
and to the metropolitan area and will ul-
timately be linked by mains running
directly north through Warcona and Pin-
jarra to Perth, and by a ring main con-
necting up through Collie, Narrogin, Brook-
ton, Pingelly, York and Northam with
Perth. It is essential that such a large
power station be built adjacent to an
immense volume of relatively cold water,
such as the ocean, in order that the ef-
ficiency of the turbo condensers may be
high. Owing to the limited quantity of
water available at Collie it is not eco-
nomical to enlarge the power staiion be-
yond the capacity of the machines now
being installed.

In order to cope with services for the
rapidly increasing metropolitan popula-
tion and at the same fime make progress
in overcoming arrears of work accumu-
lated during the war, the Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage Department
has been obliged to provide for a sub-
stantial programme of extensions and im-
provements. At Mt. Yokine work is pro-
ceeding on the service reservoirs, which
are being installed to meet the increasing
peak loads of summer. No. 1 reservoir is
practically completed, and endeavours are
being made to have the second reservoir
of 30,000,000 gallons ready for service by
the summer of 1950-51.  The provision for
these works is about £90,000. Other works
in progress include the 36in. trunk main
from Belmont to Mt., Yokine, and the 30-
in. main from Mt. Yokine to Mt. Haw-
thorn. Mains are being laid across the
new Causeway as the bridgework proceeds.

For new water supply projects, the
amount provided in the current year is
£150,000, including provision for work on
a 30in., feeder main from Mt. Eliza to
Swanbourne. Other new works proposed
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incelude a third service reservoir at Mt. Yo-
kine to meet the requirements of peak
summer demand two years hence. The
estimated cost of this reservoir is
£130,000 but during the current year work
will be largely confined to the commence-
ment of excavation and preparation of
tanks and will involve the expenditure
of about £15,800. The more noteworthy of
the remaining provisions for new works
and improvement{s are for the concrete
lining and general reconditioning of the
trunk main from Canning Dam to Kelm-
scott, and for 12in. feeder mains in the
metropolitan area.

In the sewerage section of the depart-
ment, provision has been made for the
expenditure of £300000. For works in
progress, the provision of £190,000 is
made and covers reticulation extensions
in the Fremantle, Claremont, Subiaco,
South Perth, Bayswater, Perth and Midland
Junction districts, the reconditioning of
the main sewer between Lake Monger and
the treatment works, the construction of
additional digesters at the works, and the
laying of the 2lin. sewer line over the
new Causeway.

An amount of £100,000 has been set
aside for new works., Under this auth-
ority new sewerage areas are listed for
construction during the year in Fremantle,
Ciaremont, Subiaco, South Perth, Victoria
Park, Bassendean and Midland Junction.
The amount in the Estimates of last year
for other water supply undertakings, in-
cluding the comprehensive agricultural
scheme and the Goldfields water supply
was £799,000. Actual expenditure was
£504,000.

Provision has been made for the ex-
penditure of £800,000 this year on work
connected with the comprehensive water
supply scheme. The first stage of this
scheme consists principally of the laying
of steel mains to carry water through the
areas to be reticulated, these to be fol-
lowed at a later stage by the small dis-
tribution mains. Owing to shortages of
coal, shipping hold-ups, etc. the output
from the Broken Hill Pty. Ltd. has been
limited to such a degree that only a very
small fonnage of steel plate has been
gvailable for the manufacture of pipes
for these main conduits.

Because of the urgency of the scheme,
the Government has been forced to place
contracts oversea for the supply of the
hecessary steel plate, even though the
cost landed in Western Australia has been
approximately twice that of the Ausira-
lian plate. Contracts have been let in
Japan, Belgium, France and England for
thousands of tons of plate. It is regret-
table that the concentration by these
countries on either the Korean war or de-
fence needs has greatly retarded delivery
of the plates, and progress is siower than
was expected. It is hoped to have the
whole of the main arteries laid within
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three years, and the laying of the smaller
reticulation pipes will be progressively
pushed ahead as supplies of these pipes
hecome available.

A contract has been let for a new elec-
trically powered pumping station at Mun-
daring to replace Nos. 1 and 2 steam
pumping stations now in operation.
Another has been let for the two pump-
ing stations to be installed on the Wel-
lington Dam-Narrogin main, The Mun-
daring Weir raising, for which £250,000
has heen provided on the Estimates, is
making satisfactory progress. The top of
the wall was raised 3ft. prior to June
last. In regard to the Wellington Dam
raising, £560.000 has been provided for this
work during the current year. This will
cover the preliminary operations such as
preparation of foundations, erection of
plant, camps, etc. As sections of the work
at Mundaring Weir are completed, the men
and eguipment will be transferred to
Wellington Dam.

As to country towns sewerage, £72,000
has been provided. At present the depart-
ment is continuing the sewering of the
town of Albany, which was commenced
approximately two years ago, The pump-
ing station and rising main will be com-
pleted within a few months and connec-
tion of houses will then be proceeded
with. Work on the sewering of the cen-
tral portion of the town of Collie has
been commenced, and arrangements have
een made with the Geraldton Municipal
Council to take gver the sewerage system
of that town, to provide a new sea out-
fall, and convert the system from septic
tank effluent to the treatment of all sew-
age, approved trade wastes, etec. The
system will also be extended outside its
present boundaries. Particular attention
will be given during the current 12
months to water supplies to towns in the
areas between Perth and Geraldton. The
shortage of pipes, nowever, has seriously
held up this work.

As regards agricultural areas water sup-
plies, the provision of large key dams in
the districts outside the boundaries of
the comprehensive water supply scheme
is being continued. It is intended to roof
a number of these but. due to the hous-
ing position and the shortage of materials,
this work has had to be postponed for
the present. Once these key dams have
been roofed and filled, the effect of
droughts will be materially alleviated.
Following the completion of Stirling Dam,
the construction of new irrigation chan-
nels north and south of Harvey is being
accelerated, as it is realised that produc-
tion can be obtained only from the water
stored in the dam by supplying it to the
land in the form of irrigation. For this
work £85,000 has been provided. Drain-
age of the large area of land between
Albany and Denmark is progressing
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slowly, at an estimated cost of £30,000,
which has been provided on this year's
Estimates.

A sum of £33,000 has been set aside for
the completion of the Port Hedland water
supply and £25,000 for the Wittenoom
Gorge supply. An amount of £10,000
has been allocated for the improvement
of stock routes in the East Kimberleys
leading to the Wyndham Meat Works, the
Commonwealth paying a similar sum.
Loan funds are to be made available for
the improvement to water supplies in
North-West towns, =alsp to hospitals,
jetties and other stock roufes.

For improvements at Fremantle har-
bour, £150,000 has been provided. These
works will include the reconditioning of
berths, the provision of sidings and rail
connections at Leighton, work on the im-
plementation of the first stage of the
Tydeman plan, and additions to the bulk
wheat buildings and equipment. An
amount of £300,000 has been included for
expenditure on the Bunbury harbour de-
velopment scheme, Dumping of stone on
the breakwater groynes is proceeding, also
on the sand groyne extension on the east
side of the bay, and on the new groyne
being built immediately north of the
Turkey Foint cuf. The Turkey Point cut
will connect Leschenault Inlet to the ocean
and will enable the Preston, Ferguson,
Collie, Wokalup, Brunswick and Wellesley
rivers to discharge direct into the ocean
instead of into the Bunbury harhour,
where their load of silt has previously been
discharged.

For Albany harbour, £250,000 has been
made available, the first stage of the pro-
posed work involving the reclamation of ap-
proximately 60 acres of land and the con-
struction of two deepwater berths. With re-
gard to jetty improvements at Busselton,
for which £20,000 has been provided, this
involves lengthening the shipping herth and
general improvement at the head of the
jetty so that the handling of shipping may
be facilitated. A sum of £1,000,000 has
been allocated to cover a wide range of
new construetion work and improvements
in regard to public buildings, this includ-
ing education, hospital and other essential
purposes.

Then again, £300,000 has been set aside
for pine planting and forest regeneration,
while £150,000 will be spent on pine planta-
tions which, in view of the likely decline in
hardwood output in the next thirty or
forty years, will be expanded to supply
plywood manufacturers, timber for cases
and containers and probably raw madterials
for pulping and walil boards, For the cur-
rent year the total provision for the de-
velopment of agriculture, exciuding forests,
is £225,000 of which a substantial sum is
represented by additional capital needed
by the Rural and Industries Bank for ex-
panding business.

{COUNCIL.]

Other important provisions relate t{o the
reorganisation and remodelling of the
abattoirs and saleyards, land purchases
and development, and new’ buildings and
improvements at research stations. A sum
of £36,000 has been earmarked for the con-
tinuance of deep drilling aoperations at
Collie, and £114,000 for development of
mining, this including provision for general
loans for the development of mines and
erection of plant. Provision is being made
for the purchase of a mobile compressor
for hire to mine owners in the Marble Bar-
Nullagine area.

For charcoal-iron production £225,000 is
made gvailable, During the Iast financial
year £165,000 was spent on the charcoal-
iron and steel industry. This sum is
accounted for by an excess cost of operat-
ing, amounting to £56,000, and an increase
in assets of £109,000. The lossr on the
operation of the works is heing treated as
preliminary expenses. ‘The Loan Esti-
mates for this year provide for the in-
stallation of a 200 k.,w, diesel generating
set to provide additional power. It is
also proposed to install a pig machine to
aid the production of pig-iron, a new blower
for the furnace, additional facilities for the
production of more charcoal and a suitable
crusher for the ore which will be obtained
from Koolyanobbing. When these plant ad-
ditions have been made the annual produc~
tion of pig-iron will be increased to 12,000
tons, sawn timber to 6,000 loads and acetic
acid to 440 tons.

In this year's Estimates an amount of
£125,000 has been provided for the pur-
chase of a new vessel which will go into
commission in the New Year. This is a
single screw vessel powered by twin
engines, The ship promises to be eco-
nomical to operate, particularly on the side
of fuel and maintenance costs. About the
same size as the '“Dorrigo”™ or the “Dul-
verton,” it has a gross register of 2,700
tons with capacity for the carriage of
ahout 37 passengers, 220 to 230 cattle, 140
tons of refrigeration, and 1,800 to 2,000 tons
of general cargo.

An amount of £600,000 is available for
the purchase of plant under the control
of the Plant Engineer., It is hoped that
heavy earth-moving equipment can be
obtained through the Commonwealth dol-
lar loan. Those are the main provisions
in the Bill, but I might add that the Esti-
mates were prepared prior to the increase
in the Federal basic wage, which will have’
a marked effect on our ability to carry
out the programme envisaged by the
Estimates. It may be necessary either
to curtail this programme or to obtain
extra Loan funds. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
- Bill read a second time.
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In Commitiee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).

Assembly’s Further Message.

Message from the A;sembly received
and read notifying that it had agreed to
the conference managers’ report.

Sitting suspended from 67 to 7.0 p.m.

BILL--APPROPRIATION.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read
a first time.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. €. H. Simpson—Midland) (7.1] in
moving the second reading said: This is
the annual Bill to appropriate the
amounts required for the services of the
year as detailed in the Estimates of ex-
pendifure from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund and the General Loan Fund, which
have been passed by another place. A
Supply Bill has already been passed
granting £6,000,000 and this Bill _a,uthorises
further supply up to the maximum de-
tailed in Schedule “A”.

‘The total amount required from the
Consolidated Revenue fund is £26,739,549.
Of this sum, £5,521,853 is permanently ap-
propriated by Special Acts, and Clause 3
appropriates the balance £21,217,696, as
summarised in Schedule “B”, The esti-
mated expenditure from the General Loan
Fund is £16,798,276, and from the Public
Account for Advance to ‘Treasurer,
£2,000,000, and these amounts are also ap-
propriated by Clause 3 for the purposes seb
out in Schedules “C” and “D”.

Clause 3 further confirms the appro-
priation of expenditure from “Advance to
Treasurer 1949-1950,” being the amount
spent in excess of the sums voted for that
year. Full details of this expenditure are
set out in Schedules “E” and “F". Clause
4 of the Bill approves of expenditure from
the Reforestation Fund, a summary of the
proposed expenditure being supplied in
Schedule “G”.

Full details of the proposed expendi-
ture were coniained in the financial
statement made by the Premier when in-
troducing the Budget on the 28th Sep-
tember last. This speech, together with
numerous returns and tabulations, has
been printed in booklet form and made
available to members. For this reason, I
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do not think it is necessary for me to
perhaps weary the House by recapitulat-
ing these details, I move— .
That the Bill be now read a second

time,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

- COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
In accordance with the usual custom at
this time of the year, it has fallen to my
lot to extend good wishes and courtesies
to you, Mr. President, to members and all
those associated with the business of this
Chamber., May I extend to you, Sir,
particularly, the good wishes of all the
members of this House., On their behalf,
and on my own, I thank you for the
courtesy and consideration you have ex-
tended to us all, and for the ready help
you have always given us when the oc-
casion required it.

I would like particularly to thank you,
8ir, and all of the members of this House
for their assistance and the consideration
shown to me when I took over my minis-
terial responsibilities at short notice and
quite unexpectedly. I would like to thank
all parties for the consideration I have
received., ¥For me it has been a happy
time in the realisation that members have
been so co-operative. I also desire to
place on record my appreciation of the
service rendered by my colleague, Mr.
Wood. He would like to have been here
at the close of the session I feel sure,
but unfortunately he had to leave today
to pay a scheduled trip to the country.

My thanks are due to the Chairman of
Committees and his deputies for the work
they have done. There were times in the
passage of Bills that the Chairman of
Committees was called upon to face up to
a very onerous task. He performed it
on each occasion with credit and distine-
tion. With regard to the officers of the
House, I think we are all extremely sorry
that. the Clerk of Parliaments, Mr. Leake,
has had to be absent on account of sick-
ness. We all wish him a speedy recovery
to his normal good health.

1 would like to pay a special tribute to
Mr, Sparks, who was called upon to take
his place. He had to assume the full
duties of the Clerk of the Council at short
notice and we must all agree that he has
carried them out particularly well. We
know the strain that has devolved upon
him, particularly during the last two
weeks. We all appreciate how difficult
it is at times to take over duties that
are sometimes new. We have fo re-
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member that there are all sorts of other
tasks that others have to perform and
their duties were to them to some extent
new as well,

Both they and Mr. Sparks who, of
course, had to bear the whole of the re-
sponsibility for the conduct of the House,
have rendered wonderful service and we
are grateful to them. Mr. Browne and Mr.
Courts have come to our assisiance and
have done a good fob just as they have
in past years. I cannot omit to mention
the members of the “Hansard” staff, who
have carried out their work, as always,
with courtesy and efficiency. Mr. Roberts
and his staff have also given us the
attention that we would expect. On my
own behalf, I am truly appreclative of
those occasions when they went out of
their way to assist me.

The members of the Press have always
treated us very well and I join with my
colleagues on the floor of the House in
wishing them the compliments of the
season. I hope that there will be & con-
tinuance of those good relations which
have always existed between them and
ourselves. If T might give a hint at this
stape, T would like our Press friends
glways to bear in mind that under our
system of parliamentary government
there are two Chambers which are com-
plementary to each other. The Press
could render good service in presenting
2 balanced picture of the responsibilities
of the two Houses in relation fo each
other. Once again I wish to express my
very grateful thanks to all who have been
so0 kind to me since I have been in mini-
sterial office and my personal good wishes
for the coming Christmas and the en-
sulng New Year.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: The Leader of the
House seems to have covered all the
- ground usually traversed in the course of
the sessional ecomplimentary remarks. I
desire to congratulate you, Mr. President,
on the good health you have enjoyed
throughout the session and I trust that
happy conditon will continue as it has
during the past year. I am particularly
grateful to Mr. Leake and subsequently to
Mr. Sparks for the very great assistance
they have at all times rendered to me in
my capacity as Chairman of Committees.

I desire to thank the Deputy Chair-
men of Committees for the ready help and
assistance they have given to me at all
times, I trust Mr. Leake will soon be
restored to good health and that he will
return to us next session. The members of
the "Hansard” staff, of course, have carried
out their task in the usual satisfactory way
and made good speeches out of speeches
that were not so good. We appreciate
all they do for us. Mr. Roberts has al-
ways bheen o tower of strength in the con-
duct of his branch of parliamentary work
and he and his staff have always car-
ried out their jobs in a very able manner.

{COUNCIL.]

I thank members for the kindly consid-
eration extended to me during some very
strenuous times when we have been deal-
ing with Bills. They have been very con-
siderate and I appreciate it very much. I
shall not labour the matter but shall wish
members and everyone assoclated with
Parliament House a very happy Christmas
and, I frust, a peaceful 1951.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I desire to support
the remarks of the Leader of the House
and Mr. Dimmitt. Mr. Simpson may be
an apprentice, so to speak, in ministerial
office, but he has carried out his duties
during the session in a splendid manner.
There is no doubt that he has tact, and
it has been a pleasure to work with him.
Despite the diversity of opinion among
members, the proceedings of this House
have been conducted in a very happy man-
ner throughout the session.

May I congratulate you, Mr. President,
on the manner in which you have pre-
sided over the Chamber? I join with the
Minister and Mr. Dimmitt in expressing
great pleasure that you have enjoyed
good health during the past 12 months.
I hope that happy state of affairs will
continue. I am sorry that Clerk of Par-
liaments, Mr. Leake, is so sick. Some of
us saw him yesterday and we hope he
will speedily recover and be back with
us again. I endorse the remarks about
Mr. Sparks and Mr. Browne. Every offi-
cer of the House has done a good job. All
the officials, including the officers them-
selves, the dining-room staff, the waiters,
the telephone assistants, and everyone
else, including Mr. Courts, have rendered
valuable assistance to us.

Considering the times in which we live
and the great difficulty experienced in
securing efficient Jabour, Mr. Roberts has
certainly done a splendid job, He is sur-
rounded by men and womeh who are a
credit to Parliament House and to him-
self. I nearly forgoi to mention my
friends, the “Hansaird” staff. They have
always been a very great help to us and
have carried out their difficult task in
splendid fashion. I wish you, Mr. Pre-

sident, the Leader of the House, and
everyone  assoclated with Parliament
House, a very happy Christmas and I

pray for a peaceful New Year.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: On he-
half of the Country Party members of this
House, I endorse wholeheartedly all the
kindly references made to you, Mr. Presi-
dent, and to members of the parliament-
ary staff. In Western Australia we are
very fortunate in our officers. We seem
to be able to select officers of the House
who not only become ¢f great assistance
to us, but also our friends. I am certain
we would miss any one of them because
of the close relationships that exist be-
tween them and members generally.

May I offer my congratulations to the
Leader of the House He has done an ex-
cellent job.
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Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: That is
particularly so considering his compara-
tively short association with the political
life of this State. I consider he has done
an outstanding job in this House during
the past session. I offer my congratula-
tions and thanks to him. I also express my
very best wishes to you, Mr. President, and
my thanks for the courtesies you have ex-
tended to me and the members of the
party for whom I speak. My thanks are
also extended to the officers, the ‘“Han-
sard” staff and everyone else associated
with the House. I cannot say more than
those gentlemen are more than officials;
they are our friends.

To the Press I want to say that while 1
and other members sometimes think we
have not always received the deal we would
like, generally speaking the Press treats us
exceedingly well, much better than the
politicians in the Eastern States are treated
by the Press over there. Whether it is
that the members of this House are bet-
ter or that the Press is animated by more
kindly feelings, I do not know.

I wish you, Mr. President, the Ministers,
all members and the officers of the House
a very happy Christmas. I trust that the
war clouds that lower over the world will
drift away and that with the clearing
of the skies, peace will come to all lands.
Again, I wish everyone a very happy
Christmas and I trust a peaceful New Year.

The PRESIDENT: In expressing my
appreciation of the very kindly remarks
made by the Minister and other members,
may I say that the work of this House
has been carried out in the usual spirit of
kindliness and tolerance that has charac-
terised its proceedings in the past. The
standard set by members is a very high one
and one which has made for the expeditious
performance of our duties.

We have been unfortunate in that our
Clerk, Mr. Leake, has been so seriously ill.
We extend to him our sympathy and
regrets that he has been laid aside. Mr.
Sparks and Mr. Browne have carried on
his work in addition to their own, with
the assistance of Mr. Courts. That work
has been done very efficiently, and those
officers deserve our highest thanks and
appreciation. The work of the “Hansard”
staff and the typists has been performed
in their usual quiet, but very efficient
manner and I am sure we are all grate-
ful to them for the way they edit our
speeches and record the high standard of
debate in “Hansard.”

During the year, Mr. Roberts and his
staff have carried out their work effi-
ciently, and we have been well fed and
looked after. No matter what (ime of
the day or night we were working, always
something was provided to cheer us up
and enable us to carry out our duties satis-
factorily. The Ministers have helped us
‘generously. They have replied to ques-
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tions asked in a way which has indicated
that they have endeavoured to give the
clearest answers and the greatest assistance
to members. I feel sure they have main- .
tained the high standard that has been
established in this Chamber for so many
years.

We are indehted to the Press for the
consideration extended to us. Under pre-
sent-day conditions, space is very valuable,
but our debates have been reported in a
way that has reflected a close interest in
the proceedings and an endeavour to give
to the people a clear picture of what we
are trying to do. i

I join with other speakers in expressing
the hope that Christmas will be a time
of brightness and rejoicing and that the
year to come will be marked by a return
to a spirit of understanding and sympathy
between the nations in place of the an-
tagonism that seems to be displayed today.
I feel sure that if that could be achieved,
not only would Western Australia advance
by leaps and bounds, but the whole world
would enter upon a period of prosperity
and contentment greater than has ever
been witnessed in the past. I trust that
members will have a happy and a pleasant
New Year.

-~
ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

" THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson—Midland): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
to a date to be fixed.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 7.25 p.m.



